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MOOCs and Open Education:
Possible Roles, Pedagogical Practices, Personalization and Pending Trends

Zhu Meina', Zhao Yunjian®

(1. College of Education, Indiana University, Bloomington 47408; 2. National Center for Educational Technology, Beijing 100031)

Editor's Commentary: In this article, Professors Curtis J. Bonk, Mimi Miyoung Lee,Thomas C. Reeves, and Thomas H. Reynolds
reflect on the role of MOOCs and open education in the developing world as well as how content from MOOCs might be creatively
and effectively be used in any course. In addition, they offer timely guidelines on the design and delivery of MOOCs. Suggestions are
also made concerning cultural sensitivity and personalization of MOOCs as well as possible resources and perspectives addressing
MOOC quality. Near the end of this interview, Bonk, Lee, Reeves, and Reynolds point to research methods that might help close the
many gaps or unknowns related to the effectiveness of MOOCs, important challenges facing MOOC researchers and instructors, and
future directions and societal changes that those involved with MOOCs and open education need to take into consideration. They end
with a discussion of where their research is headed and possible new directions and advancements in the field as a whole. As part of
that discussion, they discuss the events that led to their recently edited book on “MOOCs and Open Education Around the World”
as well as a special journal issue on this same topic and offer advice for working as a team on such complicated projects as an edited
book. They also detail the topics and goals of an upcoming symposium on “MOOCs and Open Education in the Developing World”
which they will coordinate in October 2017 at the E-Learn Conference in Vancouver.
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Developing Countries




